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often miſrepreſented, and articles 


of faith attributed to them which they do 


not hold, the following ſummary of their 
belief and doctrine may help to ſet forth the 


one, and define the other. This ſuper- 


ſtructure has not been erected upon modern 
foundations ; they were laid in the begin- 


ning of Chriſtianity, and ever muſt be the 


baſis of Roman Catholic Principles. They 
were publiſhed in this country, it is true, at 
the end of Charles I1.'s reign, in their juſtifi- 
cation, when they were accuſed of, and ſuf- 
fered for plots, on ſuch teſtimonies as thoſe 


of Oates and Bedloe. Though the diſci- 


pline of their church may have varied, as 
A cCircum- 
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- circumſtances have eventually arifen, their 
doctrine and creed have always been uni- 
yy 5 the ſame; and it is much to be la- 
mented, that their opponents have too often 
confounded the opinions of ſcholaſtics with 
thoſe of the univerſal church. By the fol- 
lowing, they are ready at all times to be 
tried; and it is to be preſumed, that nothing 
in them can be found, which militates 
againſt the principles of any government, 
or the well-being of any ſtate, as they con- 
tain no doctrines which derogate from the 
character of the honeſt man, or the good 
citizen. 
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a SECTION | E 
5 Of the Catholic Faith, and the Church in 
= | general, 2 _ 
| 1. HE fruition of God, and the remiſſion "mg 
| 5 © of fin are not attainable by man, othe- 


wiſe than in and by the merits of Feſus Chriſt, who 2 
gratuitouſly purchaſed them for us. 38 7 
2. Theſe merits of Chriſt, though infinite in 28 
themſelves, are not applied to us, otherwiſe than 
y a riglit faith in him. _—_— 


3. This faith is but one, entire, and conform- is 2 
able to its object, which is divine revelation; ang 


to which faith gives an undoubting aſſent. 4 5 
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4, This revelation contains ay rie in 
ee the natural reach of human under. |. - 
\ ſtanding. Wherefore, 


6. It became the divine wi/dom and goodneſs to 


provide ſome way or means, whereby man might 
arrive to the &nowledge of theſe myſteries ; means 
#:feble and apparent to all; means proportioned to 
the capacities of all; means ſure and certain to all., 


6. This way or means, is not the reading of 


ſeripiure, interpreted according to the private 
judgment of each disjunctive perſon, or nation in 


particular; but, 
7. It is an attention and ſubmiſſion to the voice 


of the Catholic or Univerſal Church, eſtabliſhed by 
Chriſt for the inſtruction of all; ſpread for that 
end through all nations, and vi/ibly continued in 


the ſucceſſion of paſtors, and people, through all 
eges, From this church, guided in truth, and 
ſecured from error in matters of faith, by the pro- 
mſed afhiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, every one may 


learn the right ſenſe of the /criptures, and ſuch 


Chriſtian — and duties as are neceſſary to 


ſalvation. 
3. This church, thus eſtabliſhed, thus continu- 


ed, thus guided, in one uniform faith, and ſubordi- 


nation of goyernment, is that which is termed the 


Roman Catholic Church: The qualities juſt men- 
tioned, unity, indeficiency, vifubility, ſucceſſion, and 


wniver/ality, being evidently applicable to her. 
-» From 
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9. From the teſtimony and authority of this 


church, it is, that we receive the /criplures, and 


believe them to be the word of God : and as ſhe 


can aſſuredly tell us what particular book is the 
word of God, ſo can ſhe with the like aſſurance 


tell us alſo the true ſenſe and meaning of it, in 
controverted points of faztk ; the ſame ſhirit that 
wrote the ſcriptures, directing her to underſtand 


both them, and all matters neceſſary to ſalvation. 


D 


From theſe grounds it follows, 
10. Only truths revealed by Almighty God, and 
propoſed by the church to be believed as ſuch, are, 
and ought to be eſteemed articles of Catholic faith. 
11. As an ob/linate ſeparation from the unity of 


the church, in &nown matters of faith, is hereſy ; 
fo a “ /eparation from the viſible unity of the 


fame church, in matters of ſubordination and go- 


vernment, is ſchiſm. 


S E CT: O -- a 
Of ſpiritual and temporal Authority, 
1. THE paſtors of the church, who are the 


body repreſentative, either diſperſed or convened 


in council, have received no commiſſion from 


Chriſt to frame new articles of faith—theſe being 


ſolely divine revelations—but only tc explain and 


to define to the faithful, what anciently was, and 
155 A 2 | . 


nb 
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is received and retained, as of /aith in the church, 


when debates and controverfies ariſe about them. 
Theſe definitions in matters of faith only, and 


propoſed as ſuch, oblige all the faithful to a ſub- 
miſſion of judgment. But, 

2. It is no article of faith, that the chatch 

cannot err, either in matters of /a# or diſcipline, 
alterable by circumſtances of time and place, or 
in matters of ſpeculation or civil policy, depending 
on mere human judgment or teſtimony. Theſe 
things are no revelations depoſited in the Catholic 
church, in regard of which alone, ſhe has the pro- 
miſed aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit Hence i it is 
deduced, 

3. If a general council, much leſs a papal con- 
fitory, ſhould preſume to depoſe a king, and to ab- 
fobve his fubjefts from their allegiance, no Catholic 
could be bound to ſubmit to ſuch a decree, —Hence 
alſo it follows, that 

4. The ſubjects of the king of England Jaw. 
fully may, without the leaſt breach of any catholic 
principle, renounce, upon oath, the teaching or 
practiſing the dofrine of depoſing kings excommu- 
nicated for hereſy, by any authority whatſoever, 
as repugnant to the fundamental laws of the na- 
tion, as injurious to ſovereign power, as deſtruttive 
to peace and government, and conſequently in his 
Majeſty's ſubjects, as impious and damnable. 

5 - Catholics believe that the Biſhop of Rome, 


ſucceſſor 
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ſucceſſor of St. Peter, is the kad of the dad Ca- 


tholic church ; in which ſenſe, this church may 
therefore fitly be ſtyled Roman Catholic, being an 
univerſal body, united under one viſible head. Ne- 


vertheleſs, 


6. It is no matter if faith to believe, that the 


Pope is in himfelf infallible, ſeparated from the 


church, even in expounding the faith : by conſe- 


quence papal defin:izons or decrees, in whatever | 


form pronounced, taken excluſively from a- gene- 
ral council or univerſal acceptance of the church, 
oblige none, under pain of hereſy, to an interior 
aſſent. 

7. Nor do Catholine: as Catholics, believe that 
the Pope has any direct, or indirect authority 


over the temporal power and juriſdiction of princes. 


Hence, if the Pope ſhould pretend to abſolve or 


diſpenſe with his Majeſty's ſubjects from their al- 


legiance, on account of hereſy or ſchiſm, ſuch dif- 


pen/ation would be vain and null; and all Catho- 
lic ſubjects, notwithſtanding ſuch diſpenſation or 


abſolution, would be ſtill bound in conſcience to 
defend their king and country, at the hazard. of 
their lives and fortunes, (as far as Proteſtants 


would be bound), even againſt the Pope himſelf, 


in caſe he ſhould invade the nation. 

8. As for the problematical diſputes, or errors 
of particular divines, in this or any other mat- 
ter whatſoever, we are no wiſe reſponſible for them; 

nor 


1 
nor are Catholics, as Catholics, juſtly puniſhable 
on their account. But, 

9. As for the Aing- lilling doctrine, or murder 
of princes excommunicated for hereſy, it is uni- 
verſally admitted in the Catholic church, and ex- 
preſsly ſo declared by the council of Conſtance, 
that ſuch doctrine is ?mpious and execrable, being 
contrary to the known laus of God and nature. 

10. Perſonal miſdemeanors, of what nature ſo- Z 
ever, ought not to be imputed to the Catholic 
church, when not juſtifiable by the zenets of her 
faith and dottrine, For which reaſon, though 
the ſtories of the 7riſh cruelties, or powder plot, 
had been exactly true, (which yet for the moſt 
part are moſt notoriouſly miſ-related) neverthe- 
leſs Catholics, as ſuch, ought not to ſuffer for ſuch 
offences, any more than the eleven apoſtles ought 
to have ſuffered for the /reachery of Judas. | 

11. It is a fundamental truth in our religion, 
that no power on earth can licenſe men to lie, to 
forſwear or perjure themſelves, to maſſacre their 
neighbours, or deſtroy their native country, on 
pretence of promoting the Catholic cauſe or religion: 
Furthermore, all pardons or diſpenſations granted, 
or pretended to be granted, in order to any ſuch 
ends or deſigns, could have no other validity or 
effect, than to add /acrilege and blaſphemy to the 
above-mentioned crimes. 

12. The doctrine of equivocation or mental re- 


ſervation, however e imputed to the 
church, 


"© +17 


church, was never taught or N by ber, as 
any part of her belief: On the contrary, fimplz- 
city and godly fincerity are conſtantly inculcated 
by her as truly Chri/l:an virtues, neceſſary to the 
conſervation of Juſtice, truth and common ſecuritye | 
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SECTION: Ik 
F other Points of Catholic Faith. 


1. WE believe, that there are ſeven ſacra- 
ments, or ſacred ceremonies, inſtituted by our 


Saviour Chriſt, whereby the merits of his paſſion 


are aþplicd to the ſoul of the worthy receiver. 

2. We belicve, that when a ſinner repents of his 
fins from the bottom of his keart, and acknowledges 
his tranſgreſſions to God and his miniſters, the di/- 
 penfers of the myſteries of Chriſt, reſolving to turn 
from his;evil ways, and brings forth fruits wor- 
thy of penance ; there is then, and no otherwiſe, 
an authority left by Chriſt to ab/olve ſuch a peni- 


tent finner from his fins: which authority, we 
believe, Chriſt gave to his apoſtles and their face 
cefſors, the biſhops and prieſts of his church, in 


thoſe words, when he ſaid, Receive ye the Holy 
Ghoſt ; whoſe ſins you Jhall forgive, oo are a 
given unto them, &c. 

3. Though no creature whatſoever can make 


condign ſetisfattion, either for the guilt of fin, or - 
the 
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the pain eternal due to it; this ſatigſadlion being 


proper to Chriſt our Saviour only; yet penztent 
finners redeemed by Chriſt may, as members of 


+ Chriſt, in ſome meaſure /atzs/y by prayer, faſting, 


alms-deeds, and other works of piety, for the 
temporal pain, which in the order of divine juſ- 
tice ſometimes remains due, after the guilt of fin 
and pains eternal have been remitted. Such pe- 
nitential works are, notwithſtanding, no otherwiſe 
fatisfattory than as joined and applied to that /a- 
li gſadlion which Jeſus made upon the croſs, in 
virtue of which alone all our good works find a 
grateful acceptance in the ſight of God. 

4. The guilt of ſin, or pain eternal due to it, is 
never remitted by what Catholics call indulgen- 
ces; but only ſuch temporal punt/hments as remain 


due aſter the guilt is remitted: Theſe indulgences 


being nothing elſe than a mitigation or relaxation, 
upon juſt cauſes, of canonical penances, enjoined 
by the paſtors of the church on penitent finners, 
according to their ſeveral degrees of demerit. 
And if abuſes or miſtakes have been ſometimes 
committed, in point either of granting or gaining 
indulgences, through the remiſſneſs or ignorance 
of particular perſons, contrary to the ancient cul- 


- tom and diſcipline of the church ; ſuch abuſes or 


miſtakes cannot rationally be charged on the 
church, or rendered matters of deriſion, in pre- 
judice to her faith and diſcipline. 


5. Catholics 


E 
55 Carholice hold there is a purgatory ; that 18 


to ſay, a place, or ſtate, where ſouls departing this 


life, with remiſſion of their fins, as to the eternal 


| guilt or pain, but yet obnoxtous to ſome temporal 


puniſhment, of which we have ſpoken, ſtill remain- 
ing due, or not perfectly freed from the blemifh 
of ſome defects or deordinations, are purged: be- 


fore their admittance into heaven, where nothing 


that is deſiled can enter. Furthermore, 
6. Catholics alſo hold, that ſuch ſouls ſo de- 
tained in purgatory, being the living members of 
Chriſt Jeſus, are relieved by the prayers and /uf- 
frages of their fellow-members here on earth: 
But where this place is ; of what nature or quali- 
| ty the pains are; how long fouls may be there 
detained ; in what mahner the ſuffrages made in 
their behalf are applied; whether by way of /a- 
tis/aftion or interceſſion, &c. are queſtions ſuper- 

fluous and impertinent as to faith. 

7. No man, though juſt, can merit either an 
increaſe of ſanctity in this life, or eternal glory in 
the next, independently on the merits and paſhon 
of Chriſt Jeſus : But the good works of a juſt man 
proceeding from grace and charity, are ſo far ac- 


ceptable to God, through his goodneſs and facred 


promiſes, as to be truly meritorious of eternal life. 
8. It is an article of Catholic belief, That in 
the moſt holy ſacrament of the Euchariſt, there is 


Toy and really contained the body of Chriſt, 
| B * which | 


bread and wine being, by the powerful words of 
Chriſt, changed into the ſubſtance of his bleſſed bo- 
dy and blood, the ſpecies or appearances of bread 
and wine, by the will of God, ING as they 
were. But, = 

9. Chriſt is not preſent in this ſacrament, ac- 
cording to his natural way of exiſtence, or rather 
as bodies naturally exiſt, but in a manner proper 
to the character of his exalted and glorificd body: 
His preſence then is real and ſubſtantial, but ſa- 


cramental, not expoſed to the external ſenſes, or 


obnoxious to corporal contingencies. 
10. Neither is the body of Chriſt, in this holy 


ſacrament, ſeparated from his blood, or his blood 


from his body, or either of them disjoined from 
his ſoul and divinity ; but all and whole living 
Jieſus is entirely contained under either ſpecies; 
ſo that whoſoever receives under one lind is truly 
partaker of the whole ſacrament; he is not de- 
prived either of the body or the bland of Chriſt, 

True it is, 


11. Our Saviour left unto us his body and 


blood, under two diſtinct ſpecies, or kinds; in do- 
ing of which he inſtituted not only a jacrament, 
but alſo a ſacriſice; a commemorative ſacrifice, 


diſtintly /hewing his death and bloody paſſion, 


until he come. For as the facrifice of the croſs was. 
| performed 
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which was delivered for us, and his blood, which 
was ſhed for the remiſſion of fins ; the ſubſtance of 
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performed by a diſtinct eſfuſion of blood, ſo is that 
ſacrifice commemorated in that of the altar by a 
diſtinction of the ſymbols. Jeſus therefore is here 
given, not only to us, but for us; and the church 
thereby is enriched with a true, proper, and pro- 
pitiatory ſacrifice, uſually termed the maſs; 

12. Catholics renounce all divine worſhip and 

| adoration of images and pictures; Ged alone we 
worſhip and adore; nevertheleſs we place pictures 

| in our churches, to reduce our wandering thoughts, 

4 and to enliven our memories towards keaventy 

things. Further, we ſhew a certain reſpett to the 

images of Chriſt and his ſaints, beyond what is due 

| to every profane figure; not that we can believe 

aaäany divinity or virtue to reſide in them, for which 
they ought to be honoured, but becauſe the ho- 
nour given to pictures is referred to the prototype, 

or things repreſented. In like manner, 

13. There is a kind of honourand reſpett due 
to the bible, to the croſs, to the name of Jeſus, to 
churches, to the ſacraments, &c. as any thing pecu- 
liarly appertaining to Cod; and to kings, magi- 
ſtrates, and ſuperiors on earth; to whom honour 
4s due, honour may be given, without any dero- 
gation to the majeſty of God, or that divine wor- 
{hip which is appropriate to him, Moreover, . 

14. Catholics believe, that the bleſſed ſaints 
in heaven, repleniſhed with charity, pray for us 


tteir /ellow-members here on earth; that they re- 
joice 
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„ 
joice at our converſion; that ſeeing God, they ſce 
and know in hum all things ſuitable to their hap- 
py ſtate: But God may be inclinable to hear 
their 7eque/ts made in our behalf, and for their 
ſakes may grant us many favours; therefore we 
believe that it is good and profitable to deſire their 
interceſſion. Can this manner of invocation be 
more injurious to Chriſt our med:ator, than it is | 5 
for one Chriſtian to beg the prayers of another 
here on earth? However, Catholics are not : 
taught ſo to rely on the prayers of others, as to | 5 
neglect their own duty to God; in imploring his 7 
divine mercy and goodneſs ; in mortifying the deeds +» 
of the fleſh; in deſpiſing the world; in loving 
and ſerving God and their neighbour ; in follow- 
ing the foozteps of Chriſt our Lord, who is the 
way, the truth, and the /ife ; to whom be honour 
and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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